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Webinar Announcement 
 

HDCA Thematic group on Participatory Methods  
Invites you to a joint webinar on: 

 
The Return of the Native: An ethnographic revisit to Sripuram in South India 

 
by 

Dr. L N Venkataraman 

TERI University, India 
 

Tuesday, December 13th, 2016 
12:00 to 13.30pm in Rome (CET) 

16:30 to 18:00pm in Delhi 
6:00 to 7:30am Eastern Standard Time 

 
Abstract:   Caste system with its class dynamics bestows on India the dubious distinction of the 
highly stratified society in the World. In this backdrop, the present paper analyzes the ethnography of 
educational functionings of the poor. For this, theoretical strands of both Capabilities Approach and 
Social Capital theory have been consulted. The reflexive insights have been derived from a restudy of 
the Sripuram village in South India. This village has been studied by renowned Indian Sociologist 
Andre Beteille in 1960. The present research revisited Sripuram nearly after five decades to 
comprehend the qualitative changes in the field. This has successfully resulted into the examination of 
the methodological implications of ethnography and theoretical inferences of educational functionings 
on capabilities formation.     
 
Speaker’s Bio:  Dr. L N Venkataraman (Laksh) is an academic with wide range of experience in 
research, teaching and consultancy works in Development Studies. His publications can be seen in high 
impact refereed journals like the Development in Practice; Indian Journal of Human Development; Economic and 
Political Weekly among others. He is closely associating with various academic leaders and actively 
delivering lectures and project presentations both in India and other countries. He is also an active 
member in various Academic Associations like the Human Development and Capabilities Association 
among others. He has a DPhil degree from the Universitat Bielefeld in Germany and Post-Doctorate 
from the University of the Free State in South Africa. 
 
Part i c ipants must  reg is t er  to  part i c ipate  in this  webinar.  Detai l s  on how to part i c ipate  wi l l  be 
sent  to  you a few days be fore  the webinar.  To reg is t er  and for  any quest ion about the webinar,  
p lease contact  Andrea Ferrannini  and Bernhard Babic  (andrea. f errannini@arcolab.org ;  
bernhard.babic@sbg.ac .at ) .   
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The webinar is expected to last one and a half hours. It will include the presentation by Laksh followed 
by an interactive questions and answers session. Andrea Ferrannini and Bernhard Babic will moderate 
the Q&A session. 
 

 
Please join the webinar by clicking on this link: 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/333966813 
 

 
Use your microphone and speakers (VoIP) - a headset is recommended.  If you have never used 
gotomeeting, you will be prompted to download the launcher file, which may take a minute or two. 
 
It is advisable to test your connection before the webinar starts by joining a test session to check that 
your computer has everything required. To test your connection, join the test session via: 
http://help.citrix.com/getready. 
 
If your internet connection is not working, an alternative is to call in using your telephone. 
Dial +1 (646) 749-3122 
Access Code: 333-966-813 
 
During the presentation, attendees will be asked to be in mute mode so as to limit background noise. If 
you have questions for clarification purpose, please send them to me via the chat box at the bottom 
right of the screen.  
 
During the Q&A session, attendees can unmute themselves to ask a question or share a comment. 
Questions can also be asked by interactive chat sending an instant message to me. 
 
 
If you have any question, please let us know. 
 
We look forward to this webinar! 
 
Andrea, Bernhard & Laksh 
 
 


